Happy Little Butterfly
Early Learning Centre

Providing a child safe environment

Aim

Happy Little Butterfly Early Learning Centre aim is to provide a physical environment that is safe, appealing, constructive, well-maintained and welcoming to all individuals who use it
Who is affected by this policy?

Children
Families

Educators
Management

Implementation

In relation to our physical environment, the centre will:

· provide an environment that fosters children’s learning, development and safety and the safety of others in the environment by

· Providing appropriately sized furniture and equipment I both indoor and outdoor settings for the age ranges represented in the centre
· Providing challenges in relation to indoor and outdoor elements in the environment to encourage appropriate challenges and risk taking as per each child’s development level

· Providing an environment that is well organized so children, educators and others in the environment can generally move around without having to disrupt other children’s activities

· Incorporating any specific requirements of children with additional needs as seamlessly as possible

· Incorporating soft fall materials into our environment and placing any climbing play equipment or slides on soft fall materials
· Undertaking regular hazard check list of the service environment to ensure that risk is minimized at all times
· Providing an environment that allows children in various moods to exist in the same space
       ( eg: play areas and loud play areas)
· Ensuring all equipment, including resources, equipment, car seats, booster seats etc meets relevant Australian Standards 
· Regular risk assessments will be conducted on indoor and outdoor environments at least every 6 months or when changes occur to the environment to ensure educators are aware of the risks and can work to minimize dangers. 
Choosing Appropriate Resources and Equipment

· The Approved provider will be ultimately responsible for any purchases of equipment

· Resources and equipment will be chosen to reflect the cultural diversity of the services community and cultural diversity of contemporary Australia, including the incorporation of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community
· The service will seek the input of parents /guardians regarding toys and equipment at the centre
· Children will be carefully introduced to new toys and pieces of equipment and taught how to use and care for them appropriately

· Equipment that should only be used under supervision will be stored in a safe place pursuant to relevant policies

· The use of toys or equipment which involves the use of water will be used under the direct supervision of educators. All equipment will be emptied of water when not in use, and stored in such a manner that it cannot collect water
·  Equipment should be checked regularly by the educators to ensure it is in a clean and safe condition
Sources
Education and Care Services National Law Act 2010

Education and Care Services National Regulations 2017
Work Health and Safety Act 2011
Work Health and Safety Regulations 2017
Choice www.choice.com.au 

Product Safety Australia www.productsafety.gov.au 

Product Safety Recalls Australia www.recalls.gov.au 

WorkCover www.workcover.nsw.gov.au 

Kid Safe NSW fact sheets 2011 www.kidsafensw.org 

Review

The policy will be reviewed annually. Review will be conducted by management, employees, parents and any interested parties.

Originated: January 2020


Date for next review: January 2021
